[YOUR LETTERHEAD]

July 19, 2010

The Honorable Steven Panagiotakos

Members, Senate Committee on Ways and Means

State House, Room 212

Boston, MA 02133

RE:  H2999, An act allowing Interior designers to bid on state contracts

Dear Chairman Panagiotakos and Members of the Committee,

As a commercial food service supplier, I am writing to you to request that you reject H2999.  
If adopted, House Bill 2999 would prohibit me and all other commercial food service suppliers from bidding on state projects and prevent the state bidding authority from awarding contracts to the most qualified designer who meets the bid specifications.
The bill states that only NCIDQ-certified designers can bid on state projects.  The design and installation of commercial kitchen facilities requires very specialized skills, expertise, and adherence to strict codes. If passed, H2999 would prohibit our industry’s trained professionals from bidding on commercial kitchens, while allowing a small group of NCIDQ designers, who do not have the same specialized experience and knowledge in properly specifying and placing the correct equipment, the opportunity to monopolize state contracts.  By tying the hands of the bidding authority, H2999 would have a far-reaching negative impact on the industry, as well as increasing the cost of state projects as a result of limiting who may actually bid for state work.
There is absolutely no evidence that NCIDQ-certified designers provide the public with any genuine health, safety or welfare benefits which are not already adequately addressed through existing codes and laws – especially those that specifically relate to the food service industry – which would be the only legitimate reason to enact a law which excludes the majority of the design community, including commercial food service.  H2999 is anti-competitive and anti-consumer, and should find no support in your Committee.
In an already difficult economy, the state government should not enact new laws which make it more burdensome to provide for our families.  And with the state budget still struggling, why would the legislature even consider enacting a law that would result in taking precious tax dollars right out of the State Treasure?   Governor Duval Patrick vetoed an identical bill in 2008, and rightly so.  H2999 provides no bona fide public benefits.  
Please reject H2999.  Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME]

[YOUR ADDRESS]

cc: Senate President Therese Murray

